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“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God” 
           (Heb. 13:16) 

 
Dear sisters in the league, the following items have inspired me to become more active in my 
community and I hope they will inspire you as well. 
  
Provincial Community Life Chair, Joanna Sisk mentioned in her Directive #8 dated September 
2018 that the provincial theme will continue to be “Homelessness”.  They are requesting that 
we continue to collect socks for men, women and children.  They have set a goal of 2019 pairs 
of socks between now and January 2019 which would be distributed in the diocese in which 
they are collected.  They have added peanut butter and crackers to the items which can be 
collected to be given to the food banks.   
 
I encourage you to read the article written by National Community Life Chairperson, Betty 
Colaneri which appears in the Spring 2018 issues of The League Magazine.  The article called 
“What did you do?” includes several staggering statistics on homelessness taken from a report 
in “The State of Homelessness in Canada 2013”.   To bring awareness to the plight of the poor, 
Pope Francis declared November 19, 2017 as the first World Day of the Poor.  It might be 
interesting to consider doing something special on the 19th of November for the poor in each 
parish and sending a picture to Bev to include on the web site.       
 

The federal government has designated June 21st the longest day of the year, as National 
Indigenous Peoples Day.  We now have an opportunity to recognize and celebrate the 
outstanding contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Metis people to Canadian society.  There is 
an excellent Community Life Communique #9 from Betty Colaneri dated June 19, 2018 which 
goes into greater detail about the celebration.   
 
Just a reminder, the Fall 2018 League Magazine is now out and I encourage you to read the 
Community Life column.  Betty speaks of walking in other shoes and how all members of the 
League from the parish level to the national level continue to walk in someone else’s shoes.  
 
I encourage all members to continue serving your parish community with your financial 
contributions, collecting material goods, giving of your time within your community as well as 
your prayers.  And don’t forget those that were made homeless by the recent tornados which 
hit parts of Ottawa, Quebec and Renfrew county. 
 
I received in the mail this past week an appeal from Tom Carroll, Executive Director of Mackay 
Manor in Pembroke in partnership with Bernadette McCann House seeking community and 



financial support to bring a Women’s Addiction and Mental Health Facility to Renfrew County.  
They have secured a building in Pembroke which needs renovation.  Their goal is to be open for 
business in 2020 but they require a letter of intent to fund from the Ministry to allow them 
access to Infrastructure Ontario funding in order to finance the renovations and house the 
women.  The are asking us to sign a petition which will be circulated across the county and 
given to our MPP to take to Queens Park asking the Ministry of Health to address this issue.  For 
information on where to go to sign the petition, how you can help, or get involved, you are to 
contact Tom Carroll at 613-432-4946 or email: mackaymanor@bellnet.ca.   They are a 
registered charity and can provide receipts upon request for donations.   
 
Respectfully submitted 
Joan Kelly 
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